MAKHDOOM 
MUHAMMAD 
HASHIM THATTVI 


BRIEF LIFE HISTORY, STRUGGLE AND ACHIEVEMENTS 


Dr.Syed Areeb uddin 
Digitized By M. H. Panhwar Institute Of Sindh Studies, Jamshoro. 


MAKHDOOM MUHAMMAD HASHIM THATTVI 
Brief life history, struggle and achievements 


Author 
Dr.Syed Areeb Uddin 


Ww 


Culture, Tourism & Antiquities Department, 


Government of Sindh. 


© All rights reserved with 
Culture, Tourism & Antiquities Department, 
Government of Sindh. 


First Edition : 2015 
Copies : 1000 


Published by _ : Director General Culture Sindh 
Department of Culture, Tourism 
& Antiquities, Government Sindh 
Karachi. 


Printed by :Aashkar Communications Karachi 
:021-34533316 

Composing —_:Nirwar Ali Shah 

Tittle & layout :Wagar Ali Shah 


Price ‘Rs. 200/= 
Digitized by M. H. Panhwar Institute of Sindh Studies, Jamshoro. 


Available at: 


Address: Book Shop 
Culture, Tourism & Antiquities Department 
Opposite: MPA Hostel 
Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah Rood, 
Saddar Karachi-74400 
Phone: 021-99206073 


= 5) gevale ¢ juts) Ss Cal SG gh 5 ge al al GIL 


A ES IN ee eS 


oS 


CONTENTS 


Publisher's Note 

Foreword 

Introduction 

Paternal Lineage 

Early life & education 

Setting up mosques and schools 
Teachers of Makhdoom 

Sufi order; Allegiance and Caliphate 
Tales of travels and expedition 


. Religious beliefs of Makhdoom 

. Writings of Makhdoom and his Library 
. Makhdoom as a poet 

. Movement of renewal of Shariah 

. Honorary Chief Justice 

. Endorsed as a Mufti by the Prophet (P.B.U.H) 
. Miracles 

. Companions and notable disciples 

. Descendants and successors 

. Death and mausoleum 

. Dignitaries comments for Makhdoom 
. Annual urs celebrations 

. Caliphs and responsible of the shrine 
. References 


100 
101 
104 


DEDICATED TO MY THREE MOTHERS 


NOOR AFZA W/O K,S AMIN UDDIN 


| 
AFROZE UQAILI W/O JAMEEL AHMED 
UQULI 


| 
BIBI HUSUN BANO W/O ABDUL RAHIM 
UQUILI 


2 Steere 


() y oe ccdiedas (Sythe Saal igs Gall, 
And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide 
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ers of good 


Al-Quran 29:69 


Publisher’s Note 


Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim Thattvi- is an 
eminent intellectual figure from the soil of Sindh land. He 
had rendered highly valuable services in the fields of 
religion, education and literature. Thus, he had left 
remarkable imprints on_ the _ religio-intellectual 
environment of Sindh. His literary and preaching works 
in 18" century had become cause of a revolution in both 
the social and spiritual life of common people of Sindh 
especially. It is without saying that he had been a God 
gifted person, who had fully devoted himself in the cause 
of people as per sayings of Allah. So, he had worked hard 
to uplift the intellect in the Sindhi society. Besides he had 
crated socio-religious awareness by way of reviving the 
continued teachings of the divine religion and eternal truth 
through Islam. 

The endeavors on the part of Makhdoom Sahib 
had not only gained a great popularity for him all over the 
Sindh, but also earned a wide recognition in the Muslim 
world. He was a great jurisprudent, who enriched Islamic 
jurisprudence with his genius and vast vision and thought. 
That’s why, his work in the domain of jurisprudence is 
being placed as a part of syllabus of Islamic Fiqah in 
International Islamic Madina University Saudi Arabia. He 
had succeeded in establishing a spiritual order and waging 
a political struggle for the very betterment of down- 
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trodden people in the Society. He had opened offices for 
imposing influence and power at that times in Thatta 
region of Sindh dynasty. He had delivered guidance and 
produced new leadership successfully and courageously. 

A credit of write-up of more than 400 books on 
varied religious topics goes to Makhdoom Sahib. All of 
his works had highlighted an important part of religio- 
intellectual history of Sindh. Moreover, he had been most 
popular amongst all religious sects as well as schools of 
thought. Hence, he had uncountable number of followers 
in Sindh in particular and Islamic world in generally. 
Makhdoom Thattvi lived his life for 73 years. 

The Directorate General Cultural Sindh, under the 
umbrella of the Department of Culture, Tourism & 
Antiquities, Government of Sindh, pursuits for promotion 
and projection of rich cultural and intellectual heritage of 
Sindh has published this biographical book entitled, 
“Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim Thattvi: Brief life 
history, struggle and achievements written by Dr. Syed 
Areeb Uddin, who is youth writer of this biography. As an 
acknowledgment to his sincere work, he would earn an 
encouraging appreciation on the part of researchers, 
historians and general readers as well. 


Place: Karachi Manzoor Ahmed Kanasro 
B th Director General Culture Sindh 
Date: 15 /May/20 15 Department of Culture, Tourism & Antiquities 
Government of Sindh 
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Foreword 


This book is a humble contribution to what has been re- 
searched and written on my great grandfather.Hazrat Ma- 
khdoom Muhammad Hashim Thattvi and serves the pur- 
pose of learning about the saint in a comprehensive man- 
ner. The desire is to give the reader a glance of the ocean 
of knowledge that once flew erstwhile in the coasts of 
Mehran by just skimming through this short book. May 
the Allah Almighty enable us to learn and understand the 
glory of His divine message that was tremendously propa- 
gated by personalities which include the name in bold: 
Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim Thattvi. 


The project of collecting and compiling all of the written 
work of Makhdoom sahib at a place is underway at his 
“dargah shareef” in Makli, Thatto. Kindly put your part 
by providing any published or unpublished material of 
Makhdoom sahib or on Makhdoom sahib that you may 
have so that all his work could be collected as well as pub- 
lished for the benefit of masses. 

Hoping, my humble request would earn a due 
Consideration on your kind part. 


Dr. Syed Areeb Uddin 


makhdoomsathattvi@gmailcom, 
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Introduction 


Islam; a divine faith, has a vast and rich history of its 
advent and spread as well. Taught by Allah to His 
Messenger and further propagated by the obedient 
worshippers, saints and_ scholars-Islam holds the 
significance of being the most believed and followed 
religion the world around. It would not be wrong to say 
for this fact that the only reason is because of the 
authenticity and perfection of the teachings of Islam that it 
is SO widespread and practiced. But amongst the major 
contributing factors one is the diehard contributors that 
are worthy to be mentioned in the pages of Islam’s 
history. Nevertheless, the preachers and contributors of 
the struggle have always been so passionate in the task 
that they seem to depict being Allah-sent if their heart and 
soul efforts are pondered upon. 


It has always been that scholars and religious figures have 
given special importance to their home town, in fact up to 
such an extent that they added the name of their cities to 
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their own name and to their schools of thought. Likewise, 
certain places have designated importance in the history of 
shaping their areas culture, traditions and similarly in the 
spread of religion which depends upon its role of 
providing the region with scholars or culturing grounds 
for exemplary men of that particular field. 


Thatta city has gifted Sindh province in various ways. It 
won’t be wrong if said that Thatta plays a chief role in 
making Sindh to get the title of “Bab ul Islam” — The 
gateway to Islam, because Thatta produced many saints 
and scholars who served the religion and humanity at 
large in numerous ways . 


It’s commendable to mention that “Muhadithin” — 
preachers of the sayings of the Prophet (p.b.u.h) from 
Thatta have imparted hadith to congregations at the holy 
mosque of Makkah while sitting right in front of the 
Sacred Kaa’ba and a few of their names appear in the 
“saahah sittah” ; the six authentic compilations of the 
sayings of the Prophet (p.b.u.h) also. 


Thatta was once again conferred upon a towering and 
extraordinary personality “Muhammad Hashim Panhwar” 
in the 12" century hijra who added immense fame to 
Thatta’s contributions to religion. It was due to him that 
Makli became famous as people from all walks of life 
used to visit the city just for their affection to Makhdoom 
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and desire to learn about the religion and seek closeness of 
Allah. 


He was born in the days when Sindh was sunk in deep 
darkness of innovation in the religion and dis obedience of 
the Almighty Allah. As the concept goes that for every 
hour of need, time is destined and selected of whom to 
send for sufficing. Makhdoom is believed to be that 
person who was direly needed by the period and seemed 
like he was sent specifically for the purpose of revitalizing 
religious teachings. Life has its own ways to describe the 
path ways selected as successful or ordinary but once 
observing the life and achievements of Makhdoom, it 
compels one to agree that a person could excel and 
achieve top notch positions in societies but alone through 
Allah Almighty’s grace and pleasing. 
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Paternal lineage 


Starting with the family background, Makhdoom be- 
longed to a traditional and religious one, having its roots 
deeply associated with Islam — and its practices. 


Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim descends from Hazrat 
Haris bin Abdul Mutallib; the eldest of the sons of Hazrat 
Abdul Mutallib - the grandfather of the Prophet Muham- 
mad (p.b.u.h) 


Makhdoom’s ancestors came along Muhammad _ bin 
Qasim to Sindh and got settled in the Sehwan district. It 
was in the same voyage that eventually lead to the evolu- 
tion of Islam in the subcontinent and is marked by history 
as giving Sindh a new identity and significance by associ- 
ating its name with Islam as it started to be called then as 
“Bab ul Islam” because from here started the spreading of 
the light of the message of Allah and reached out to the 
other neighboring areas and sub-continent at large. 


Makhdoom Mohammad Hashim Thattvi| 15 
brief life history, struggle and achievements 


After the settling of the Harsi’s descendants of the branch 
of Hashmi clan through Hazrat Haris ibn Abdul Mutallib 
in Sehwan, they started to be called by the surname Pan- 
hwar. Panhwar family's Makhdoom Abdul Ghafoor was 
blessed with this beacon light in 1104 hijra in Bathoro a 
town in present sajawal on 10" of Rabi-ul-awal — the 
same holy month where in Prophet Muhammad, may 
peace and mercy be upon him, was also born, naming him 
Hashim meaning “the brave destroyer of evil”. 


Who knew the meaning of the name would have such an 
impact on the personality which would start to get reflect- 
ed in a very early age. 


Makhdoom’s family tree is as follows: 
Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim the son of 
¢ Adul Ghafoor the son of 

¢ Abdul Latif the son of 

¢ Abdur Rehman the son of 

¢ Khair Uddin Harsi 
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Early life & education: 


“gra” meaning read, was the first word that was revealed 
to the Prophet (p.b.u.h). The first revelation of the Quran 
is as follows: 


“Read in the name of your Lord, created human from a 
leech 


like substance. Read, that your Lord is magnificent”. 


Hereby we get to know that Islam originated by the words 
of read and write and that the first commandment that the 
Prophet (p.b.u.h) had got from the Allah Almighty is to 
read. Islam attaches great importance to seeking 
knowledge, education, mental maturity and wisdom. 


The Prophet (pbuh) is reported to have said: 


“Whoever Allah decides to do good with, bestows upon 
him the blessings of knowledge”. 
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From this tradition we can definitely count Makhdoom 
Muhammad Hashim Thattvi as one who was blessed by 
the Allah Almighty so much so not only did he opened his 
eyes in a learned family rather the rest of his whole life 
was dedicated to the cause of literacy and religious under- 
standing as well as teaching. 


Talking about Makhdoom’s family; Makhdoom belonged 
to a very religious and educated household. He received 
basic education from his father Makhdoom Abdul 
Ghafoor. His father taught him to recite the Quran also 
and helped him memorize its Arabic text which made it 
possible for Makhdoom to become Hafiz e Quran at an 
early age. 


Hashim further learnt Persian language and Figh from his 
house and went out from his house in Sehwan to Thatta 
city for seeking higher education. Thatta. was the center of 
education, poetry, spiritual grooming and culture at that 
time. It was in the time of the Kalhoras when Sindh was at 
its peak concerning rich culture and economic progress. 
Scholars, poets and intellectuals were found in greater 
number and such people were very much obeyed, trusted 
and respected by the masses. Thatta had been entirely 
unique as in 1111 Hijra it had 400 high schools and 1400 
mosques and is of its own kind even today. This com- 
pelled Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim to come to Thatta 
and attend Arabic classes from Makhdoom Saeed Thattvi. 
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Hashim by his immense intellect and sharp mind finished 
the curriculum which was usually completed in six years 
in just six months, and that made him very popular 
amongst the educational circles and locals. Countless 
scholars and people used to come and visit him from far 
flung areas of Sindh. This was beginning of the society 
looking at him as startling and he started to become a cen- 
ter of attraction for seekers of spiritual peace harmony. 


Hashim then attended Makhdoom Zia uddin Thattvi’s 
school to learn Hadith and its associated matters. It took 
him nine years to learn Persian and Arabic in perfection. 
Mean while his father Makhdoom Abdul Ghafoor passed 
away in 1113 Hira in the month of Dhul-hajj and was 
buried at Bathoro in Thatta. 


Having completed his education from Thatta, Makhdoom 
returned to his hometown Mir pur Bathoro. As all men of 
struggle stay goal oriented and have the achievement of 
their high objectives as the only desire hence Makhdoom 
didn’t sit there for long to rest. Rather stood up to estab- 
lish mosques and schools which could nurture his teaching 
skills and could impart the precious beams of guiding 
light that he had acquired. Makhdoom left after staying a 
few days at Bathoro for Behram pur, a small village just a 
few miles away from Bathoro. 
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Setting up Mosques and Schools 


People say that Makhdoom tried teaching and practicing 
religion by opening school and learning center by the 
name ‘Darul Uloom Hashmia’ at Behram pur and Bathoro 
both; yet owing to less concern and interest for religion of 
the locals Makhdoom decided to leave for Thatta again as 
it was known as the city for peace, knowledge and philos- 


ophy. 


Makhdoom used to preach in several mosques, besides 
leading the prayers in many mosques also. Few of the sig- 
nificant are mentioned below. A part from them Ma- 
khdoom also used to lead the daily prayers and addressed 
the Friday congregation at Hazrat Baba Miskeen Shah’s 
dargah in Thatta. 


Hashmi Masjid: 


Hashmi masjid was situated in the neighborhood of Ma- 
khdoom’s residence in Thatta. He started lecturing regu- 
larly there. It was one well known mosque that was fre- 
quently visited by a large number of the locals. Ma- 
khdoom finished writing many of his books in this 
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mosque and carried out many other important tasks like 
writing letters to the ruling personalities of that time as 
well as writing public letters and pamphlets for people’s 
guidance and discoursing about the religious teachings 
from this mosque. It was Makhdoom’s routine to deliver a 
lecture on the sayings of the Prophet (p.b.u.h) every day 
here. Same routine was followed by his son Makhdoom 
Abdul Latif. Afterwards when Makhdoom Abdul Latif: 
the elder son of Makhdoom Hashim was designated as the 
chief justice in the era of Mian Muhammad Sarfaraz Kal- 
horo in 1187 hijra, his son Makdhoom Ibrahim continued 
with the same routine in the same Hashmi mosque. After 
he settled in karachi, there left none to look after the 
mosque which stayed no more functional along with the 
“madressah” that was located nearby. 


Dabgir Mosque; Mosque of Amir Khusro: 


Dabgir masjid, also known as the mosque of Amir Khusro 
who was made the governor of Thatta in 1590 is believed 
to be the oldest monument of Thatta. Amir khusro himself 
is accredited of building 350 very artistic monuments in- 
cluding the Dabgir masjid. 


Makhdoom used to address a large congregation here on 
every Friday. Later on, after his death his son Makhdoom 
Abdul Latif used to do like the same and Makhdoom Ab- 
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dul Latif’s son Ibrahim after his father. Dabgir masjid is 
one of the previous heritage monuments of Pakistan and is 
under the patronage of the antiquities department of gov- 
ernment of Sindh. It’s a masterpiece of mirror and brick 
work and the interior of mosque is built with precious 
stones. 


Makhdoom's thirst for learning and knowledge had not yet 
quenched so he took a bold step to visit the Holy place of 
Makkah-Mukarramah, perform pilgrimage and acquire the 
company of the local scholars there to learn exegesis, 
Hadith, Religious fundamentals, Tajwid and Figh at their 
best. He stayed in the Holy city for almost two years. 


22 | Makhdoom Mohammad Hashim Thattvi 
brief life history, struggle and achievements 


Teachers of Makhdoom 


Makhdoom studied from a galaxy of renowned scholars 
from Sindh, Makkah and Madina. 


Here is the list and detail of his teachers from Sindh: 


Hazrat Abdul Ghafoor Panhwar: 


Abdul Ghafoor Panhwar was the father and first teacher of 
Makhdoom as he taught Makhdoom reading, writing and 
basics of Islam. Abdul Ghafoor made Makhdoom recite 
and memorize the Holy Quran. Also from the same teach- 
er Makhdoom learned the basics of Arabic and Persian. 
Abdul Ghafoor was deeply devoted and sincere to his Al- 
lah, who blessed him as he possessed great faculties of 
reasoning and teaching. 


Makhdoom Zia Uddin Thattvi: 


Makhdoom Zia Uddin was amongst the off springs of 
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Sheikh Shahab Uddin Suharwardi. His shrine is present in 
Thatta situated with the Shrine of Sheikh Shahab Uddin. 
Makhdoom learnt Fiqh, Arabic and Persian from him in 
much detail. 


Makhdoom Moeen Thattvi: 


Makhdoom Moeen is one significant teacher as later on 
Makhdoom Hashim received his degree from Makhdoom 
Moeen. Makhdoom Moeen was the disciple and the sub- 
ordinate to Makhdoom Abul Qasim Nagshabandi. 


It must be noted that Makhdoom Moeen later developed 
differences with Makhdoom Hashim but had a very close 
friendship with Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai and once Shah 
Abdul Latif Bhittai said to Makhdoom Moeen that be 
mindful of arguing with Makhdoom Hashim as I see the 
shadow of the Prophet's mercy on Makhdoom Hashim's 
face. After hearing this Makhdoom Moeen grew very cau- 
tious, went up to Makhdoom Hashim to seek his good will 
and put an end to all arguments and differences. 


Amongst others Makhdoom Muhammad Saeed Thattvi, 


Makhdoom Rahmatullah Thattvi and Makhdoom _Ina- 
yatullah 


Thattvi were his teacher from whom he leamt a lot. 


Makhdoom's teachers from Arabia 
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Sheikh Muhammad Abi Tahir Al-Madni: 


Shiekh Muhammad, was a distinguished disciple of 
Shiekh Abdul Qadir jeelani and a notable teacher of Ma- 
khdoom. It’s from Sheikh Abi Tahir that Makhdoom got 
connected himself with the Qadri order. It's still a daily 
routine at Makhdoom's shrine that the Qadiri zikr is per- 
formed after Isha prayers. Shiekh Muhammad was also 
the teacher of Shah Waliullah Dehlavi (d.1145 AH) 


Names of some other of the prominent teachers of Ma- 
khdoom that belonged to Makkah or Madinah are as fol- 
lows: 


Allama Shiekh Abdul Qadir Hanifi Siddiqui Makki: Mufti 
of 


Makkah Mukarramah (d.1138 AH) 


Allama Shikeh Eid bin Ali Al-misri (d.1140 AH) 


Allama Sheikh Ali bin abdul malik ad-darawi 


Allama Sheikh Muhammad Jallah Sabagh kakrali 
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Sufi order; Allegiance and Caliphate 


“Tarigah” & “Khilafah”; Allegiance in mystic order and 
attaining of the permission degree. 


Makhdoom was anxious for his spiritual promotion there- 
fore he started the quest for a spiritual master. After his 
retum from Harmain-sharifain in 1136 Hijra he visited 
Surat Bandar in India and adopted the companionship for 
spiritual training and growth in the Qadiri order under the 
able guidance of Hazrat Saeed Ullah Surti Qadri (b.1099 
A.h - d.1138 A.H). Makhdoom kept meditating there and 
later got promoted and received khilafah within a year. 


He took the special permission for returning back to his 
hometown Thatta in 1137 Hijra, October 1724 to practice 
the Qadiri order. Having Ba’yah with Sayyid Sa’dullah, 
Makhdoom received spiritual guidance from Shaykh 
Abul-Qasim Naqshbandi (d. 7 Sha’ban 1138 AH.), one of 
the most famous Naqshbandi saints of Sindh and is bur- 
ried in Makli, Thatta. His shrine is right beside Ma- 
khdoom Hashim’s shrine. Shaykh Abul-Qasim was the 
khalifa of Shaykh Saifuddin Faruqi Sirhindi, the grandson 
of Imam Rabbani Shaykh Ahmed Sirhindi. 


Hazrat Syed Saad Ullah Surti was the disciple of Syed 
Abdul Shakur and with eight lineages he got connected 
himself with His Highness Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jilani. 
Thus, Makhdoom Hashim is spiritually linked to Shiekh 
Abdul Qadir Jilani through nine caliphs. 
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Makhdoom’s lineage to Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jilani: 
*Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim Thattvi disciple to 
*Syed Saad Ullah who was the disciple of 

*Syed Abdul Shakoor who was the disciple of 

*Shah Masoud Sufrani who was the disciple of 
*Sheikh Ali Hussaini who was the disciple of 

*Sheikh Jaffar Al-Hussaini who was the disciple of 
*Syed Ibrahim who was the disciple of 

*Sheikh Abdullah Hussaini who was the disciple of 
*Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq who was the son and the discipl of 
*Syed Abdul Qadir Jilani 

(May Allah’s mercy be upon them all) 


Makhdoom reached to the peak of spiritual and worldly 
knowledge and in the same way he clinched the top in the 
knacks of teaching, writing and orating. He then thought 
to get settled in Agar mohalla of Thatta and started to run 
a school and established a mosque there, where he used to 
lead the daily prayers along with preaching his disciples. 
Also he kept addressing and leading a large gathering of 
worshippers at the mosque and shrine of shaheed Hazrat 
Shah Miskeen. Besides he kept himself busy with issuing 
fatwas which were sought from him in great number of 
the people of the whole of sub-continent. 
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Tales of travels & expedition: 


Travelling has been every sufi and preacher’s practice for 
the propagation of the divine message. Travelling to 
distant areas has always been their priority, specially to 
the places about whom they get to know that the 
customary ritual’s blind following have made much of a 
negative impact that in lieu of them, people have forgotten 
the actual teachings and innovations have deluded the 
masses. Hence to spread the spiritual illumination and to 
even gain it, Makhdoom made a few journeys to faraway 
places and sometimes to the neighboring villages and 
cities. 

Bringing into account here details of few of the journeys 
of Makhdoom: 
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Harmain-ash-sharfain: 


Makhdoom’s first journey to any distant area was from his 
hometown Bathoro to Thatta and that also at a very young 
age. The second but the most important journey of 
Makhdoom was to the sacred cities of Makkah and 
Madinah for performing hajj and getting more extensive 
and deeper knowledge about Islam specifically over 
Hadith, Tafsir and Qiraat. It was 1135 hijra - 1723 A.D, 
Makhdoom was only twenty one years old atthat time 
when he could not resist himself from going to see the 
resting place of the beloved Prophet who Makhdoom was 
extreme in love with and also to see the House of Allah. 


Richard Francis Burton, the famous British explorer and 
writer writes about the journey of Makhdoom to the holy 
city of Makkah in the following words: 


“Makhdoom travelled from Hindustan and Arab lands, 
and learnt Arabic and Persian nicely. People say that 
while he travelled he always used to have dialogues with 
priests and preachers of other religions specially 
Christianity. Also he used to write letters and articles on 
comparative religions.” 


Bhit shah: 


Makhdoom was famous for his struggle in the religious 
preaching. Specially Makhdoom was very conscious 
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towards innovation in religion and used to take it as his 
foremost objective to preach the right and forbid the 
wrong doings or additions in the religious practice. 
Therefore when he got to know about the use of musical 
instruments and dance in the religious or sufi practices at 
shah abdul latif bhittai’s gatherings he decided to visit 
Bhit shah. 


Mir Abdul Hussain Sangi describes about Makhdoom’s 
visit to Bhit shah in these words: 


Once a group of scholars came to see Shah Latif sahib 
along with few of their followers, the delegation was 
being led by Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim Thattvi. 
They had come to explain Shah sahib that the use of the 
musical instruments specially for the purposes of praying 
and seeking the good will of the Allah Almighty 1s 
forbidden in the shariah. When Shah sahb got to know 
about the coming of the delegation he instructed the faqirs 
to keep all the musical instruments such as “tambura” 
inside. Shah sahib treated the delegation like guests, great 


with respect and was much obliged on their coming. 


G.M Syed writes that Makhdoom Hashim and Shah Abdul 
Latif Bhittai met at least two to three times, whereas other 
historians have also said that Shah Latif had also come to’ 
Thatta to meet Makdhoom. Makhdoom Hahsim is 
considered as an important figure in the life history works 
and life period of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai. 
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Matyari: 


Mityari, a significant city of Sindh was full of religious 
preachers, syeds and scholars. Syed Sakhi Rukunuddin - a 
well-known spiritual guide of his times and a special 
disciple of Makhdoom Nooh Sarwar also belonged to 
Matyari. Syed Rukunuddin once said that anyone who 
performs five times prayer in his mosque, he shall request 
for his “shifaat’’ — repentance to Allah on the day of 
judgement. On getting to know this Makhdoom decided to 
go there and offered five time pravers and pay homage at 
Syed Rukunuddin’s shrine. Many years later, Makhdoom 
Ibrahim the grandson of Makhdoom Hashim had had also 
been there for the same. 


Khuhra, Khairpur: 


Khuhra city in Khairpur state had always been a Centre of 
education and religious preaching. 


Makhdoom Syed family of Khuhra, is of much religious 
significance as they’re descendants of Hazrat Abbas, the 
uncle of the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h) and till date are 
dedicated in serving religion. Makhdoom Abdul Rehman 
shaheed rose to immense fame in the Kalhora era in 


Sindh. He was an emment scholar and a close friend of 


Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim. 
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Dr. Abdul Rasool Qadiri in his Sindhi book “Makhdoom 
Muhammad Hashim Thattvi; sawana-e-hayat ain ilmi 
khidmatoun” mentions that he paid a visit to the Dargah 
Khuhra Sharif on 27" March’93 and had met Makhdoom 
Naik Muhammad Khuhrai. the sajjada nashin of the 
Dargah at that time, who told him that Makhdoom Hashim 
had visited here to meet Makhdoom Abdul Rehman 
shaheed, participated in the daily practices of the dargah 
sharif and had stayed in their mosque. Makhdoom Naik 
Muhammad told that Makhdoom Hashim had also 
attended the discussion sessions of Makhdoom Abdul 
Rehman when he had come and admonished the attendant. 
Makhdoom Naik Muhammad also told Abdul Rasool 
Qadiri and showed him the gifts that Makhdoom Hashim 
had brought for his friend. These gifts were paid , a copy 
of the holy Quran and the famous “Dalail al-khaiyrat’. 


Many other incidents and narrations are to be found that 
tell about the travelling of Makhdoom and his visits to dis 


tant areas apart from the above mentioned places. 
Makhdoom is reported to have travelled to as far as Surat 
Bandar, India where he had met Hazrat Syed Saeed Ullah 
Qadiri to whom Makhdoom pledged allegiance and got 
himself enrolled in the Qadiri order. Within the Sindh 
province, he is reported to have travelled till Badin and 
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Larkana — where the famous “syedan ji masjid” meaning 
Syed’s mosque has been named after him because of his 
visiting and staying over there. The mosque was said to 
have ancient hand written copies of the Holy Quran and 
other important literature in a great quantity. Also 
Makhdoom is said to have travelled to Sehwan, Nasarpur, 
Shikarpur and Ghotki. 
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Makhdoom’s belief about the Prophet being 
“Noor”; light: 


Islam holds the personality of the Prophet (p.b.u.h) as just 
not next to Allah and His importance and love should be 
above everything for the believers. The Quran says: ‘He is 
closer to the believers more than their own Selves’ (33:6) 


In the scriptures we find that the Allah Almighty has 
repeatedly said that HIS mercy shadows his wrath hence 
HE might forgive the believers over the wrong doings. 
But over the wrong doings only and not over the wrong 
believes! 


Concluded that the concepts about the Prophet (p.b.u.h), 
his Prophet-hood, life and personality should be very 
important for the believers and they should not err even in 
the slightest about it. 


The believers should be mindful about the love and 
respect for the Prophet (p.b.u.h), as that would enable 
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them to seek the goodwill of the All merciful on the day 
of reckoning. 


Makhdoom has said various verses which highlight his 
beliefs and his preaching about the Prophet (p.b.u.h). He 
writes: 


alSel Alb om HS 259 Set 9S 


ole; S33 Fy cerry © ae gre ola wees 
Be il fj ts YN 
Pehrien ain muyina sach sian ta ahe hik Allah 
Nako shareik wazir tunhan sian parn ahi badshah 
The ultimate truth is that there is only one Allah, Allah is 
Associated by none, HE himself governs everything. 
Kalmo chawan tho sadq san wadi wasaha 
La ilaha ila Allah Muhammad ur Rasul Allah 
] proclaim with full conviction 


That there is no deity but HE and Muhammad who is HIS. 
Prophet., 
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Makhdoom in the same context explains the fourth verse 
of Surah-e-Inshirah “And We have exalted your 
remembrance” profoundly in his poetic style: 


Qe pp pee gt oS oe 0) SS SNS Ge eS 5 pls 
Up le Li ghd pm em yo) Spplic p~S pu 


I nee SB) Sp ey 53 tl SE oS 


Wt He SL Ss 5 
Ls eae Ean ree ara ee bigot 55 
Lol y—s re; Seen ke ee od 


Mithayun kiyosian karn zikr in je keh munjh sabh 
kinhan makan, 
So kio mitahon zikr habi jo khawand milkin aa 
_We have exalted our name above everything 
and made the angels for saying Our glory 
Jinhan kinahn mang ahe zikr rab jo tte zikr habib aa, 
Tori khutbe k bang k wari aaqa mita, 


Where ever the hallowing of the Almighty, there along is 
the praises for the Prophet 


We mentioned the Prophet’s name in azaan and every 
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speech so that the name of our beloved may be kept 
praised always and forever along with ours 


Thore waqt namaz ji tashud ji wira, 
Thore kalme tayab me thore kalme shadata 


_Apart from that, we made the name of our beloved come 
in the namaz; in its rituals 


We made his name a part in the ka/ma; the proclamation 
of faith 


Certain writings of Makhdoom make his concepts quite of 
faith easy to understand. One such example is his 
commentary of this verse: 


“There has come to you from Allah light and a 
perspicuous Book” [5:15] 


Here Makhdoom mentions that the Prophet (pbuh) as the 
Allah sent light, believing and preaching the Prophet to be 
“noor” — light. 


According to Makhdoom, the same word "noor" is used at 
another place referring to the Prophet again in the verse: 


Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The 
parable of His light is, as it were that of a niche 
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containing a lamp; the lamp is [enclosed] in glass, the 
glass [shining] like a radiant star: [a lamp] lit from a 
blessed tree - an olive-tree that is neither of the east nor of 
the west the oil whereof [is so bright that it] would well- 
nigh give light [of itself] even though fire had not touched 
it: light upon light! Allah guides unto His light him that 
wills [to be guided]; and [to this end] Allah propounds 
parables unto men, since Allah [alone] has full knowledge 
of all things [24:35] 


In the explanation of this verse, Makhdoom brings the 
following tradition into quotation: [bn mardiah Hazrat 
Abdullah ibn Abbas was questioned by Hazrat Abdullah 
bin Umar, Bin Jarir, Bin Abi Hatim Hazrat Saeed bin 
Jabir, bin Jarir Hazrat Ka'‘ab bin Jabir (R.A) about what 
does &xemplary enclosed in a niche'n the thirty fifth verse 
of surah-e-noor means. To which Hazrat Abdullah bin 
Abbas replied that it refers to the Prophet. 


Makhdoom continues in his explanation that the lamp is 
being said to the physicai appearance of the Prophet and 
the light is that of the Shariah which is subsequently of 
Allah. Hence the Prophet is ultimately a form of the 
spiritual light. 
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Makhdoom continues with the verse and comments on the 
part where it says: "The lamp enclosed in a niche" that the 
lamp is enclosed in such a niche where the heart of the 
Prophet is present. 


Verse continues: 


Lamp is enclosed ina shining glass, like a radiant star" 


Makhdoom writes that the crystal clear glass refers here to 
the chest of the Prophet, meaning that the personality of 
the Prophet is like the guiding star for the whole of 
humanity. He further quotes from tabrani where Hazrat 
Abdullah bin Umar is mentioned to have said while 
commenting on this verse that the lamp here refers to the 
body, glass as the chest and light as the light of the 
Prophet. 


This makes it evident that Makhdoom believed that the 
Prophet is a “noor’; light, also from the Arabic poetry of 
Makhdoom in which he has invoked the Prophet as "O 
Muhammad" proves that he believed invoking the Prophet 
after He is no more in this physical world is a correct 
thing. 


Further more Makhdoom's belief is that when one hears 
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the name of the Prophet in the Azan, he/she should kiss 
there thumb nails and touch them to their eyes. Also 
Makhdoom preached to kiss the hands of parents, teachers 
and scholars out of respect, humbleness and love. 


There’s a passage to be found in Makhdoom’s Tafsir-e- 
Hashmi in this regard. 


One must give all attention to Azan when it is being heard 
and must say "Ya Rasul Allah" on hearing the first 
"shahadah". And when the second shahadah is heard he/ 
she may kiss their thumb nails, touch them with their eyes 
and say "You are the coolness of my eyes O Prophet of 
Allah and O Allah please enhance my faculties of sight 
and learning". 


People today narrate that this act of kissing of the thumbs 
on hearing the Prophet’s name out of love was amongst 
the most liked actions of Makhdoom. One who performs 
such an action practically symbolizes the Prophet to be his 
all-time love and ultimate guide and if he sensibly applies 
the concept in full, the Prophet would lead him to Paradise 
and he would achieve the blessings of the Prophet on the 
dooms-day. 


Makhdoon,, in his diary "Biaz-e-Hashmi has written about 
a person who was blessed by conversing with the Prophet 
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in his dream. That person asked the Prophet as to how to 
celebrate his "Milad!"In the dream, The Prophet replied to 
him that who-ever celebrated my cherishing moments, I' 
am happy with them. Makhdoom always used to give 
references for everything that he quoted; he never used to 
disclose any thing without giving complete information 
about it. He did not mention who the person was, who saw 
the Prophet in his dream so his disciples suppose that it 
was Makhdoom himself who had dreamt about the 
Prophet. 


Makhdoom Abul Qasim Nagqshbandi once said, “There is 
no parable to Makhdoom Hashim in religious knowledge 
and wisdom; hence it’s enough as a testimony for an 
action to be considered correct that Makhdoom believed it 
to be like that and performed likewise too!” 
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Makhdoom's writings 


Throughout human history, there have always been two 
mediums excessively used in conveying of any message 
and that are speech and pen. 


Makhdoom used both these mediums with heart and soul 
for the dissemination of the message that’s within the 
sacred scriptures. He was an excellent orator, debater and 
public speaker who used to address mammoth gatherings. 


Alongside, Makhdoom had a strong grip over his clout of 


pen and has to his credit authoring of 450 books in Arabic, 
Sindhi and Persian language. 


Due to such a major contribution, Makhdoom’s writings 
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have a very significant value in the history of Sindh and 
specially the Sindhi language. This opinion has been 
brought up by several that due to such vast collection of 
fabulous writings by Makhdoom, it brought a revolution 
of both; education and religion in Sindh. Especially for the 
language and for the motherland of Makhdoom as his 
work became intensely famous and was anticipated by 
whole of the Muslim world including places like Makkah, 
Madinah and Egypt. This brought much grace to the 
language and region, as Makli was not known to people 
before Makhdoom. After Makhdoom became a famous 
scholar people from all walks of life used to come to 
Makli to see him in large numbers from faraway places. 


Here are some of the names of his authored books which 
became markedly popular: 


Books in the Arabic: 

Jannat-ul-naem fi fazail al-quran al-kareim 
Hayat al gari ba taraf saheth al-bukhari 
Bazl az-quwat fi hawadith sasni an nabuwat 
Faraiz-al-islam 


Mazhar-al-anwar 
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Books in Persian: 


Tahfat al Muslimien fi tagdir mahromat anhat al 
mominein 


Jama-al-yuagqit fi asma-il-mustafa 
Madah nama Sindh 
Hayat-al-Quloob fi- ziarat-al mahboob 


Books in Sindhi: 
Tafsir-e-Hashmi 
Bina-il-Islam 
Tanbih namoun 


Tuhfat-ut-taibin 


Amongst all the works of Makhdoom, the hall mark is his 
exegesis of the Quran which serves as a gift for Sindh as 
Makhdoom is the pioneer of translating the Quran and 
also of writing its “tafsir’in Sindhi. Presenting here slight 
details about few of the important writings of Makhdoom, 
notably to start from the masterpiece, his tafsir of the 
Quran. 
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TAFSIR-E-HASHMI: 


Makhdoom Hashim while considering his life objective 
thought of delivering all of his treasurable knowledge to 
the common man and tried making his works and the 
religious texts so easy to understand that no person may 
keep away from the word of the Allah Almighty on the 
basis of the lack of his intellectual capabilities. Also 
Makhdoom’s aim was to impart the word of Allah to the 
masses, hence he opted for writing down the translation 
and commentary of the Holy book. Makhdoom wrote 
tafsir e Hashmi just twelve years before he passed away. 
He completed whole of it on 17” of shaban 1162 hijra. 
The first time it got published was one hundred and sixty 
nine years after its completion in 1330 hijra by Mian 
Muhammad Yaqoob in Mumbai and later on that it was 
published by the Sindhi Adabi board. 


Its noteworthy that tafsir e hashmi is not a commentary of 
the complete Quran rather of its last; the 30" ‘para’ only. 
Makhdoom himself has given the reason as to why he 
chose to write the commentary of the thirtieth para only 
and he says that in it are the short chapters that are short in 
the verses but carry profound messages. He says that the 
thirtieth para is like the summary or carries ‘in the nut 
shell? message of the whole Quran. And due to the 
chapters being short, they’re the ones that are memorized 
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and widely recited by the believers in the five daily 
prayers and in other modes of worship. Makhdoom has 
written the whole commentary not in sentences but in 
poetic verses and that makes it a hallmark of religious 
literature in Sindhi. 


Before beginning any chapter in his tafsir, Makhdoom 
tells about the background of the revelation of that 
specific chapter first and quotes all the relevant 
information that should necessarily be known by the 
reader before starting to read that surah. Reading his 
written tafsir one can easily figure the principles of 
writing the commentary of Quran as thoroughly cared and 
considered. Makhdoom explains one part of the Quran by 
its other, gives references of Quranic verses from its other 
chapters which would be discussing the same topic or 
would be further explaining the part which is being 
discussed. Also Makhdoom uses the ahadith; sayings of 
the Prophet, in the explanation of the verses and the 
sayings of eminent scholars from their renowned books 
which explain the verses that are under discussion in 
much detail. It’s due to all of these pieces of hardcore 
knowledge that the tafsir by Makhdoom of just one para 
of the Quran is on more than 500 pages! 
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More than 300 years back when there were no facilities of 
publishing and copying, no doubt that writing so much all 
by the hand would have been a very hard task. Not only 
that, Makhdoom brings in relevant information to his 
commentary from forty eight different books which 
include books of ahadith, figh etc. 


Maddah Nama Sindh: 


It’s in human nature to love his/her motherland and 
defend it with all the consciousness and conviction 
whenever anyone points wrong fingers towards it. 
Makhdoom has showed his love fo. his motherland-Sindh 
and has defended it at his best in the book Madah Nama 
Sindh. 


It so happened that Abdul Rauf Khan, an afghan writer 
wrote against Sindh in the 12th century and had put 
forward many objections and complaints concerning 
Makhdoom’s native land. It was the very first time that a 
pen rose to defend the honor of Sindh and to respond to 
the false allegations. pioneering credits again go to 
Makhdoom Hashim alone who wrote an explicit book 
which not only answered and corrected the wrong 
viewpoints rather it hallowed the Mehran valley with so 
much grace that the book is till date considered as a 
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masterpiece that describes Sindh and its beauties. 
Quwat-ul-Aashigeen: 


Makhdoom wrote this book in 1127 hijra when he was 
only twenty three years old. This book is yet another 
stroke of genius as it deals with the miracles and praises 
of the Prophet. Makhdoom has written in it’s beginning a 
qasida in Arabic very much alike gasida burda sharif and 
has even presented its sindhi translation and explanation. 
Makhdoom has mentioned about one hundred and eighty 
six miracles of the Holy Prophet in this book and has 
ordered them in such a way that each of them looks 
interconnected and in a form of series. Amongst the sindhi 
books of Makhdoom; Quwat ul Ashiqeen is the most liked 
by his regular readers, specially by one who is deep in 
love with the Prophet. Makhdoom has expressed his heart 
for his utmost love- Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). 


Hayat ul Quloob fi Ziyarat al Mahboob: 


This book by Makhdoom deals with describing about Hajj 
profoundly. It tells about the importance and practices of 
Hajj that are needed to be carried out in the most 
appropriate and authentic manner. Makhdoom had started 
to write this brilliant piece of knowledge on 8" rajab 
1135 hijra and completed it just two months later on 27" 
of ramzan; on the glorious night of ‘/aylat-ul-qadar’. 
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Makhdoom gives references of 181 books that he had 
compiled the information from for his book, amongst 
which famous ones are of the two well-known sindhi 
scholars Makhdoom Jaffar bubakai’s ‘al mansak al 
muatawasat’ and ‘al mansak al kabeer’ by Maulana 
Rehmatullah Sindhi. 


In the book Makhdoom has laid emphasis on the 
importance of umrah and hajj and his book serves as a 
complete guidance for the one who looks forward for the 
holy journey concerning all modes of worship and special 
prayers that are performed during that period. Makhdoom 
has divided the book in fourteen chapters as each of them 
specifically deals with a single topic only. Special 
importance in the book is of its fourteenth chapter that 
deals with presenting before the Prophet’s resting place 
which is a dream of all the believers. Makhdoom guides 
the reader about how one should pay respect at the sacred 
place and what should he be recite etc. 


Hazrat Mohammad Taqi Usmani has said, “Hazrat 
Makhdoom Mohammad Hashim Thattvi’s (may Allah 
have mercy on him) book, ‘Hayat al-qalub fi ziyarat al- 
mahbub ‘is the most authentic text regarding the Hanafi 
fiqgh rulings on Hajj. My respected father, Hazrat Mufti 
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Mohammad Shafi’i (may Allah have mercy on him) used 
to praise it a lot. It was because of this that he obtained its 
manuscript with great effort and got it published by 
Maktaba Darul Uloom, Karachi. He used to say that the 
methodical study (tehqiq) of some of the Hajj rulings 
(masail) in it is superior to most of the other established 
text.” 


Bazi ul Quwat fi Hawadith Sunni an nabuwah:, 


This is one famous Arabic book of Makhdoom over the 
life and times or the ‘seerah’ of the Holy Prophet (pbuh). 
Although Makhdoom has written on the life and times of 
the Prophet in other books which are either in Persian or 
Sindhi but this one is a masterwork in arabic. 


Makhdoom has written the book in two parts. First 
comprises on the thirteen year of Prophet’s life in Makkah 
after getting prophet hood and the other part discusses the 
ten years after the exodus to Madinah till the Prophet’s 
departure from this ephemeral world. Further Makhdoom 
has finely given all details about each significant event, 
including the battles and other significant events in the 
Prophet’s life. 
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Lost Books 


Many of Makhdoom’s books are believed to be lost. Some 
of the remaining ones are mentioned in other authors' 
works, though they have not been traced as yet. Some of 
them may be available in museums and libraries of 
Pakistan and India whereas others have been lost 
completely. 


Following is a list of such names as found by Dr. Abdul- 
Rasool Qadri. It is a dire need to preserve his existing 
writings by scanning the manuscripts so at least they do 
not get lost with the passage of time. 
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Makhdoom’s Library 


Thatta has a unique status when it comes to literature and 
knowledge for Sindh. Apart from being the first capital 
and business head of the region for almost whole of the 
pre partition era, it holds the first position concerning 
education also. Though always facing political turmoil 
and seeing volatile conditions at all times, still Thatta 
managed to preserve its assets and values and maintained 
its status in the domain of knowledge. Being home to 
saints and scholars, Thatta is said to be inaugurated or 
brought into consideration on the day of “eid”; one of 
complete happiness and special importance for Muslims. 
Shiekh Fareed Uddin Bakri writes in his book “zakhira 
alkhwanin” that Thatta should be taken as “Iraq-e-Sani” 


Being like a fountain of knowledge and the centre of 
attention for political reasons, Makli, Thatta used to have 
many of those who used to love literature, poetry and 
philosophy. It was a norm in those days that people used 
to maintain good libraries having a great collection of 
books which were usually in a thousand numbers. 


Makhdoom’s library was the most renowned one. Allah 
Rakhio Butt in his Sindhi book “Sindh mai kutub khanun 


56 | Makhdoom Mohammad Hashim Thattvi 
brief life history, struggle and achievements 


ji mukhtasar tareekh” discusses Makhdoom’s library with 
these words: “Makhdoom’s example with other literary 
personalities from Thatta is like of moon to the stars. 
There are more than one hundred and fifty books authored 
by Makhdoom and he has commented or explained on 
more than five hundred and fifty books. This is one 
notable contribution to education and history. Makhdoom 
was lucky to be present at the place which could be no 
less considered than the universities of the modern 
world.” 


Ghulam Mustafa Qasmi, in his column “Hashmia Library” 
published in “nae zindagi” magazine of July’59 edition 
writes that Makhdoom’s library was to be counted 
amongst the world’s biggest ones. There existed no book 
whose copy was not to be found in Makhdoom’s library. 


Hafiz Habib Ullah writes in his column entitled as 
“Makhdoom Hashim joun almi ain adabi khidmatoun” 
published in the monthly edition of Sindhi adab from 
Sindhology board that “Makhdoom sahib not only offered 
his services through writing but has to his credit a custody 
of one unique and priceless grand library near Dabgir 
Masjid which in itself was an ocean of knowledge. 
According to an estimate, amongst his brilliant collection 
were manuscripts from fourth hijra till eleventh hijra and 
that also in the original form. 
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Makhdoom was very keen in the hobby of reading and 
collecting the precious wntten matter from across the 
globe, in the age where there were no computers or 
publishing facilities it was very hard to save the written 
matter but reading lovers like Makhdoom proved 
themselves extraordinary once again in this area of 
interest also. 


It is narrated that once a guest from Arabia came to meet 
and stayed at Makhdoom’s library and he had a very 
famous book “Ad-dar ul Mukhtar” by AlaUddin Assakafi 
with him. Makhdoom liked the book very much and 
requested if he could have the book for a night only as he 
would like to read it. The Arab guest agreed with pleasure 
but as he had to leave the next day hence he conditioned 
that the book must be returned the next day. Makhdoom 
took the book to his madarssa and said his hardworking 
students to copy and save whole of the book’s text right 
away. Next day when the guest asked for his book 
Makhdoom showed him two books exactly alike. The arab 
was amazed on the hard work and die hard craze of 
reading of Makhdoom. 


Makhdoom had all kinds of reading literature, in different 
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langauges mainly in Persian, Arabic and Sindhi. Whole of 
Rumi’s kalam, Saheeh Bukhari, Tafsir e Bezawi are some 
of the names which were also present. Along with 
everything, Makhdoom had books that dealt with 
everyday problems and could give solutions readily to 
many of the daily visitors who used to show up for their 
problems and seek Makhdoom’s best advice and ofcourse 
the library had all the writings of Makhdoom also that 
were around four hundred and fifty in number. 


After Makhdoom, his sons took care of his library but 
later on with time and decrease in the interest towards 
reading and writing, political turmoil and uncertain 
conditions of the city, the library was not able to maintain 
its good form. Ghulam Mustafa Qasmi writes: “If today 
that library would have been present, people from all over 
the world would have to come to see it and use it for the 
noble purpose and would have had the same essence as 
like the ancient libraries in Spain and Egypt provide their 
visitors today.” People report that many of the books from 
Makhdoom’s library are now wide spread and could be 
found in distant areas of even that of Iraq, Iran etc. 
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Makhdoom as a Poet 


Poetry; one of the best ways of expression of love and 
feelings and it is often said that an intoxicated lover would 
always do poetry and try conveying his thoughtful mes- 
sages in short sentences which would be just for himself 
and his loved one. Poetry has always been a basic tool of 
all Sufis and saints. Makhdoom out of his love for Allah 
and His Prophet has been an extra ordinary poet. 


Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim was excellent in saying 
verses in Arabic, Persian and Sindhi. Hundreds of his 
penned books carry thousands of verses said on different 
topics. Makhdoom was both a great writer and poet, hav- 
ing a good command on Arabic literature also. He has 
used poetry to express his heartily feelings, love for Allah 
and His Prophet through his poetry in all the three lan- 
guages i.e Sindhi Arabic and Persian. His poetry mainly 
focuses on invoking Allah Almighty and the Prophet (my 
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peace be upon him) with all heart and soul. Over a hun- 
dred of his books on poetry are a certain proof to his ex- 
cellence in this field of creation. 


Here are a few examples from Makhdoom’s poetic work. 


POETRY IN ARABIC: 


Makhdoom had a strong grip on Arabic, spoken and writ- 
ten; language and literature both. There’s a good collec- 
tion still present of “qasida”; humbled hallowing of the 
Prophet that Makhdoom has done in poetry form. There’s 
a book of Makhdoom by the name “quwat-ul-ashigeen” in 
which there’s a gasida very similar to the famous gasida 
burda sharif. And that qasida by Makhdoom comprises of 
forty one verses. There’s another collection of Qasida by 
Makhdoom by the name “gasaid saghar fi madhah an 
nabi”’ which has six long qasidas in it and they reflect im- 
mense of feelings and devotion that Makhdoom had to- 
wards the Holy Prophet. Amongst to be found recent is 
“Kifayat-al-gari”, one other compilation of Makhdoom 
that has more than a thousand verses in Arabic. A simple 
reader of this compilation could easily figure out how per- 
fectly Makhdoom has considered the Arabic ethics in his 
poetry and text. 
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Aaghisni ya rasul allah hasnat nadamati 


Aaghisni ya habib allah qamat qayamat" 


O prophet of Allah the time for my embarrassment has 
come please help me, 


O friend of Allah the time for me to stand before Allah and 
answer about my deeds has come please help me. 


Aaghisni va shafi al mua'zabin jami'ahum 


Tafiaqat fi fimai kasara shamati" 


O thou ! the requester of every sinful help me, 


I ‘am deep stuck in the sea of sins and will face calamity. 
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Aaghisni va ghayas al'mustaghisa fa‘aisni 
Lakasrato ao zari taksuro qamati" 
O, the helpful of the pleader help me, 
As I shiver because of my sins. 


This is a passage in Arabic which appears in Makhdoom’s 
book “Quwat-ul-ashigeen”. One can see here as to how 
Makhdoom has used his Arabic fluency in expressing his 
apology to Allah and seeks the good will by hallowing 
and calling upon the mercifulness of the Allah Almighty. 
It is admirable how Makhdoom kas observed the down to 
earth attitude and has been honest 1n accepting his flaws. 


POETRY IN PERSIAN: 


Persian language had its influence at the time of Ma- 
khdoom and Sindh used to have many reputable poets of 
Persian. Also at the time of the Kalhoras, Persian was also 
the official language. Makhdoom was good at Persian too; 
he wrote many books in the Persian which also had many 
verses along with its topics. Presenting here a few of the 
very famous verses of Makhdoom said in Persian: 
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Khalaigq rabud az lutfao kaam 


Hamah aalim az wudad sar anjaam" 


All the creation is bestowed mercy because of him, 


The entire world has achieved success just because of 
him. 


Flazrat Muhammad sarwar salaar-e-deen ast 


Muhammad rehmat-ul-lil-alamein ast" 


Prophet Muhammad is the chieftain of the soldiers for the 
religion, 


Prophet Muhammad is the mercy for all mankind 


pabe she arb Jos glu 
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Busuf-o-naame shan harik shumaram" 


With heart and soul we obey the four friends, 


And glorify them with all their names and protocol. 


Amir-ul-Mominein A bu bakar Siddiq, 


Keh iml deen-o-danish kard tehqiq" 


The leader of the faithful Abu Bakar Siddiq studied and 
researched on knowledge and wisdom. 


Umar aan badhsah adal-o-insaf, 
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Bud Usman haya-un-Haleem ra kaan 
Nihadah hag haya dar shan Usman" 
Hazrat Usman was the torch bearer of modesty and toler- 


ance. Allah has let modesty as the qualities of Usman. 
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“Saah mardan keh taikh zulfiqarash 


Ali-ul-mur taza dildil sawarash" 


Hazrat Ali Murtaza the King of men, whose sword is all 
powerful, 


He is loved by all hearts. 


de aashiq sadiq muhib khush naam 


Dar taziyat Hussain kun hazn tamam" 


O lovers, truthful, friends and well wishers, 


Condolences for Imam Hussain on the tragedy 
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Makhdoom Mohammad Hashim Thattvi | 67 
brief life history, struggle and achievements 


Ain Hashim miskein gada, 


Ya marhaba ya marhaba faryad ras ya Mustafa" 


Me, Hashim the poor and unfortunate , calls you and wel- 
comes you, O Prophet 


Please listen to this poor pleader. 


Makhdoom Hashim in these versus is praising the Lord 
Almighty on His creativity, mercy and blessings on man- 
kind. Makhdoom here, in his poetic style has quoted the 
verse of the Quran which mentions that the Prophet is sent 
as a mercy to whole world and then out of love, Ma- 
khdoom writes for the four friends and rightly guided ca- 
liphs of Islam. Afterwards, Makhdoom has said verses on 
the pride and high status of Imam Hussain and invokes his 
utmost love the Prophet once again in the end. 


Poetry in Sindhi: 


Sindhi, the mother tongue of Makhdoom; is by its nature 
very rich in text and grammar. Sindhi poetry has a unique 
value in the literature and Makhdoom is amongst the few 
immaculate stars of this domain, his said poetry is consid- 
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ered as the hall mark of the “Sindhi adab” and is widely 
seen to be quoted or said in the sindhi “mushaira” and 
“sangat”’. 


His work is considered alongside Shah Latif, Sachal Sar- 
mast and other notable names of this realm. Makhdoom is 
considered as a pioneer to sindhi poetry that is along with 
the written work, for example his books which discussed 
general topics of religion had poetry alongside too. Mean- 
ing that Makhdoom’s poetry was not solely poetry rather 
it was along with the passages of information that his 
books were based on. 


Presenting here a few of the verses said by Makhdoom in 


Sindhi: 
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Ras Raheem Rasul tun, mun keh muhammad hashim jere 
hageer te kar shafaat ka, 


Oh the Messenger of peace and love, show gratitude to- 
wards me - a man of very low decree by blessing him on 
the Day of Judgment 


hite hute hayati ja dinhyara wisani viya, 

Spent all life here and there purposeless 
umer guzari aish mai k mare haya, 

Spent life in luxury neglecting all ethics 


ajal aado ahioun jeh ji ja-in na kah 


Death is always near and one never knows when it would 
be the last minute 


jithe mehshar maag mai lakhein lakh maranda, 


daim dunya na rahi bagi manjh baqa. bain ja baag mithra 
mahanda Muhammad 


This world is ephemeral and everyone is on their way pro- 
gressing to their destiny 
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He is the most blessed who will get to see Thee ,O,Prophet 


Here we see again that Makhdoom has used his pen exper- 
tise to express his devotion to the Prophet, his sorrow over 
his sins and desire for grace and pardon. 
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MOVEMENT FOR THE RENEWAL OF 
SHARIAT 


Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim was the flag-bearer of 
the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and adherent to 
fasting and prayers. With great enthusiasm he started a 
movement in Sindh against apostasies (Aeena-e-Jahan Na- 
ma) every thing which had been adopted contrary to the 
traditional injunctions according to the Hanfia theology of 
the believers in Sunnah. Makhdoom had always been pas- 
sionate in extending the Quranic guidance and Islamic rul- 
ings over any issue that used to raise in the government 
affairs to the governing bodies of those times. He had kept 
correspondence with Nadir Shah a couple of times and 
later Makhdoom started communication via letters with 
the Kalhora’s - rulers of the time for reaching to the actu- 
al motive of the movement that was to get the land laws 
prescribed by Allah come into practice. The rulers extend- 
ed their full cooperation and whole hearted encourage- 
ment to Makhdoom Sahib, which helped to enhance Ma- 
khdoom Sahib’s influence and popularity at a tremendous 
pace. He attached great significance to the peripheral as- 
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pects of Islam rather than its fundamental aims and princi- 
ples, and it was with this aim in view that he named his 
movement ‘Tehrik-e-Tajdeed-e-Shariat (The movement 
for the Renewal of Sharia). Besides enjoying his position 
as man of great influence in the government, he was high- 
ly recognized religious scholar and a revered personality 
of great piety. As a result, he left a deep impression on the 
people and the (Mullah) priests. His thoughts and ideas 
are made clearly evident, through the command, which the 
ruler of the time, Mian Ghulam Shah Kalhoro issued at his 
suggestion. Following is the command, which was issued 
on 2nd shaban, 1072 Hijri: 


“Let all the functionaries of the government know that 
they should make an effort to implement the decisions of 
Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim related to the Shariah. 
Prevent the people from practicing such apostasies as 
mourning and taking out the Coffin (Taboot). Impose a 
ban on the use and sale of narcotic. Restriction should be 
imposed on betting, gambling, prostitution and eunuchs. 
Women should be prevented from visiting shrines and gar- 
dens. Let not people be allowed to weep and mourn over 
the death of a dear one. People should not be allowed to 
make pictures of animals. The Hindus should not be al- 
lowed to grow pigtail, wear (a loose loin cloth) and sit in 
their shops with their knees uncovered. Restrictions 
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should, be imposed upon the Muslims from keeping a fist 
sized beard, and growing, a moustache. The Hindus 
should not be allowed to play such musical instruments as 
Sarod, Shahnai, drum and Naond during Holi celebra- 
tions or their prayer meetings. They should be prevented 
from worshiping rivers and idols. The functionaries of the 
government should compel the people for compliance of 
these commands and they should openly apply these 
measures with absolute use of force, and an exemplary 
punishment should be given to those guilty of infraction of 
these commands, so that no one among the subjects dare 
to violate them. Moreover, the people should be advised to 
offer prayers, fast and participate in other prayers. No 
one should be allowed to deviate from compliance of these 
commands. 


In the affairs of Sharia, Makhdoom Sahib laid emphasis to 
such an extent that even on minor aspects relating to ablu- 
tion and bathing he specified the exact quantity of water in 
accordance with the Shariah, and had the utensils and cups 
made for the specific quantity of water. They were called 
Hashmi Koozas. 
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Makhdoom as chief justice in the Kalhora 


period 


Makhdoom was a staunch critic of innovation in the reli- 
gion and kept propagating the right, pointing out the 
wrong and always said it loud to shun all wrong practices 
that used to start in the name of the religion. Observing 
this, those who had their earnings from such ill activities 
started campaigning against him along with complaining 
about him to the authority but nevertheless Makhdoom 
was obtaining more praises and popularity. Most striking 
to the critics was their experience of complaining about 
Makhdoom to Ghulam Shah kalhoro. In response to which 
Ghulam Shah Kalhoro made Makhdoom the Chief Justice, 
putting an end to all efforts that opposed Makhdoom in 
person and and Makhdoom’s movement of revival of Is- 
lamic teachings. 
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Makhdoom as an authentic Mufti 


In a renowned Persian book “Takammalah Mulaqat As- 
shuara” there’s the following incident mentioned: 


It once happened that a wanderer came to Makhdoom to 
have a fatwa over some issue. After Makhdoom issued 
him the fatwa, out of the quest and for more authenticity 
that man went to Makhdoom's teacher Makhdoom Zia Ud- 
din Thattvi to seek a second opinion. Makhdoom Zia Ud- 
din did not agree to Makhdoom Hashim’s fatwa and did 
not sign it. Later that night when Makhdoom Ziauddin 
went to sleep, he dreamt that the Prophet is saying to him 
to give the fatwa as Makhdoom Hashim has said. The next 
moming when Makhdoom Ziauddin woke up he called 
upon that person and signed Makhdoom Hashim’s fatwa 
giving that fatwa his recognition. Since then whenever 
anybody used to come to Makhdoom Ziauddin for seeking 
his opinion and fatwa, Makhdoom Zia used to send that 
person to Makhdoom Hashim. 
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Miracles (Karamat ) 


Makhdoom has a many incidents that have always sur- 
prised the listeners and readers and they believed them to 
be Makhdoom’s miracles. Bringing a few of them here: 


There aroused a complication in resolving a religious mat- 
ter in what’s today India. None of the scholars was so able 
to finish the dispute until one of the students of Ma- 
khdoom who was present amongst the local scholars sug- 
gested the fatwa to be asked from Makhdoom. 


From that place when the person seeking the fatwa 
reached Thatta he queried regarding Makhdoom’s meeting 
place and in the quest reached Makhdoom’s residence and 
school in the Agar society and met Makhdoom's son who 
told him that his father has left this world for the final 
abode. The seeker was intensely dejected with the news 
and wished to pay respect at Makhdoom's shrine. Ma- 
khdoom's son Makhdoom Abdul Latif gave him directions 
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to Makhdoom's last resting abode in Makli where today is 
a big mosque and his mausoleum. 


When the seeker reached to that honored and last resting 
place of Makhdoom, he saw an old person whose face and 
clothes were charming with bright light and was brushing 
his teeth with "miswak.’ The old man greeted the visitor 
and queried about his visit, on which the visitor told him 
that he was here for seeking fatwa over a very critical is- 
sue from Makhdoom but was unfortunate in his journey. 
On knowing this the old man asked for a paper and pen 
and wrote the fatwa on the concerned topic and said the 
visitor that here you are for what you have actually come. 
The visitor returned to Makhdoom's residence to say them 
a good bye and narrated them his conversation with that 
old man. On hearing this Makhdoom's son and disciples 
wished to see the fatwa. On looking at the fatwa all of 
them cherished on realizing that the writing is of none oth- 
er than Makhdoom himself and said to that visitor that 
your work has been done as this fatwa is from no one else 
other than Makhdoom Hashim as you had wished to have. 


Makhdoom had a lot of affection with Makhdoom Abul 
Qasim Nagqshbandi; the spiritual guide of his teacher Ma- 
khdoom Ziauddin as because of this relation Makhdoom 
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Abul Qasim eventually became the spiritual guide of Ma- 
khdoom Hashim also. Makhdoom Hashim used to show 
so much of gratitude to Makhdoom Abul Qasim that he 
used to clean the sitting place of Makhdoom Abul Qasim. 


One day when Makhdoom Hashim was_ performing 
“wudu” alongside Makhdoom Abul Qasim he saw that 
Makhdoom Abul Qasim was cleaning his elbows first and 
making the water draw down from the elbows to the 
palms. Makhdoom Hashim instantly said that in the au- 
thentic books which narrate about the ways of the Prophet 
we find that the Prophet used to do it the other way. Ma- 
khdoom Abul Qasim said that he has himself seen the 
Prophet doing the way like he is doing right now, on 
which Makhdoom replied that still I tell you that its men- 
tioned elsewise in the books whereas it’s all your wish 
however you may want to continue. On hearing that, Ma- 
khdoom Abul Qasim spiritually concentrated towards the 
Prophet and in a few minutes said that the Prophet has 
said that yes you had seen me doing wudu this way but 
there could be a mistake in your sight and remembrance; 
hence do as Makhdoom Hashim is saying you. 
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UNIQUE GIFT FROM THE HOLY PROPHET 
(P.B.U.H) TO MAKHDOOM MUHAMMAD 
HASHIM THATTVI: 


One incident or achievement of Makhdoom’s life is exces- 
sively popular; it is widely known and believed by every 
common or distinctive person and is highly spoken or 
quoted at religious congregations, especially whenever 
anything about Makhdoom comes up into discussion. This 
incident, though has never been brought on papers or 
books but heart by heart it has been getting transferred 
since ages, from generations to generations: 


ON FRIDAY, 12" OF RAJAB 1135 HURA, 


Makhdoom Hashim received the privilege of visiting the 
"ROZA-E-MUBARAK"- resting place of the Prophet, 
where Makhdoom presented the greeting with his deepest 
gratitude and respect, to which Makhdoom received the 
greatest gift which was in the form of aloud reply of the 
greetings from the Prophet himself 


"WAL AIKUM-AS-SALAM YA MUHAMMAD 
HASHIM: 


Greetings be upon you O Muhammad Hashim 
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It was a coincidence that at the very time there were two 
Muhammad Hashim's present, and each one thought of the 
reply to be for own self. To clear the misunderstanding 
about whom specifically the Prophet has replied to, both 
agreed on trying for another time. The Prophet replied 
again, settling the dispute and granting Makhdoom the 
distinct status of being an acclaimed friend of Allah and 
His Prophet. 


WALAIKUM-AS-SALAM YAMUHAMMAD HASHIM 
THATTVI" 


Greetings be upon you O Muhammad Hashim Thattvi 


This tradition has been a subject of criticism for a few 
who do not believe in miracles of the friends of Allah and 
that people could be closer to the Allah Almighty more 
than their thoughts can understand but this isn’t the only 
incident which tells about the physical presence or appear- 
ance of the Prophet at the Roza e Mubarak, one notable 
example is that of Shah Wali Ullah Dehalvi who had 
claimed that he had seen the Prophet (p.b.u.h) in His phys- 
ical form. 
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Companions of Makhdoom Muhammad 
Hashim Thattvi 


Many distinguished scholars, mystics and spiritual leaders 
were to be found at the time of Makhdoom, with whom he 
kept correspondence and close contacts. 


30 of his peers were very well-known and practiced great 
influence in their areas, 12 names of such notables are: 


*Abu Al-Hasan kabir Thattvi 

*Makhdoom Abu Al-Hasan Thattvi Madani 
*Makhdoom Muhammad Hayat Thattvi 
*Makhdoom Abu Al-Qasim Thattvi 
*Makhdoom Moeen Uddin Thattvi 
*Makhdoom Ab-ur-Raouf Bhatti Hala kandi 
*Makhdoom Abd-ur-Raheem Garhori 
*Makhdoom Muhammad Zaman Lanwari 


*Hazrat Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai 
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*Makhdoom Muhammad Ismail Barwalovi 
*Mir Ali Shair Qaane Thattvi 


Notable disciples of Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim 
Thattvi: 


There was a large number of note-able students at Ma- 
khdoom's high school "Dar-ul-uloom Hashmia, Thatta" 
who became grand scholars, teachers and explainers of the 
traditions of the Prophet (P.B.U.H), teachers of figh but 
their names have been forgotten due to much passage of 
time. 


Makhdoom was the moon in the galaxy of knowledge and 
his students were its bright stars. 


Some of the names of his noteworthy disciples are as fol- 
lows: 


Makhdoom Abd-ur-Rehman, Makhdoom Abd-ul-Latif; 
both of them were the students as well as the sons of Ma- 
khdoom Hashim. 


Makhdoom Abdullah "Narrai waro” 

Makhdoom Abdul Khaliq Thattvi 

Makhdoom Abul Hasan Sagheer Thattvi 

Makhdoom Abdul Wahid Al-siutani An-Numan Sani 
Syed Fageer Allah Alwi Afghani Shikarpuri 


Hazrat Allama Izzat Ullah Kirio 
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Sheikh-ul-Islam Murad Sehwani 
Syed Shahmeer Shah of Mityari 


Syed Muhammad Saleh Shah Ghotki (his family still has 
the Sahih Bukhari script on which Shiekh-ul-Islam Ma- 
khdoom Syed Muhammad Hashim Thattvi awarded Syed 
Muhammad Saleh Shah the degree and authority to teach) 


Syed Fageer Ullah Shah acquired authority to teach had- 
ith, fiqh and practice the mystic order from Makhdoom 
Hashim. Authored more than 16 books amongst which his 
642 paged Arabic book over "tasawuff"; "kitab-ul-irhsad" 
received immense fame. 


In that book Hazrat Faqeer Ullah has mentioned that he 
learnt 143 Prophetic traditions from Hazrat Makhdoom 
Muhammad Hashim Thattvi with all the names of the nar- 
rators. Hazrat Faqeer Ullah has also mentioned in his book 
that he received the Hadith e musalsila through his spir- 
itual guide Makhdoom Hashim and gives the complete list 
of all the narrators of the Prophetic tradition via which it 
has reached him. The hadith e musalsila is as follows: 


‘Hazrat Anas ibn e Malik narrates that the Prophet said: 
Who ever shook hands with the one who had shaken hands 
with me, it’s as if he shook hands with me and whoever 
continues to shake hands with me in this manner till the 
day of judgment those all would enter paradise’ — hadith e 
musalsila. 
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DESCENDANTS AND SUCCESSORS OF 
MAKHDOOM 


Allah, the Bestower of all mercy’ had blessed Makhdoom 
with two sons and a daughter who continued his progeny 
and successor ship of the silsila of Makhdoom. Bringing 
to account their detailed introduction is here: 


Makhdoom Abdul Latif and Makhdoom Abdur-Rehman. 


Makhdoom Abdul Rehman (b.16 shawal h.1131 —d.5 rabi 
ul awal h.1181) was the first successor as being the eldest 
son of Makhdoom. He spent most of his time visiting the 
disciples of Makhdoom and has to his credit translation of 
many books from Arabic to Sindhi. He was also a good 
mystic poet. Abdul Rehman was very fond of keeping 
close relations with all the disciples of his father, 
especially the ones who were settled in distant areas from 
Thatta to Kathiawar and Kuch. He used to often visit 
them, spend good time with them and spiritually groom 
them. He breathed last with them also in Kathiawar on 5" 
of rabi ul awal 1181 hijra when he was only fifty one 
years old. 
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Makhdoom Abdul Latif (b.14 shaban h.1144 — d.17 ziqad 
h.1189) was a great religious scholar. Like his father, he 
was very fond of writing and wrote many books that were 
best intellectual refutations of wide spreading 
misconceptions. He was a scholar of hadith and fiqh. He 
also stayed as chief justice in 1773 in the era of Mian 
Sarfaraz Khan. He continued the Friday sermons at Dabgir 
Masjid which was actually a routine of his father, and also 
the discourses of hadith at the Hashmi Masjid. He passed 
away at the age of forty five on 17 Ziqaad 1189 hijri and 
is burried right ahead of his father Makhdoom Hashim 
Thattvi. Makhdoom Abdul Latif had married Bibi Aisha; 
the granddaughter of Makhdoom Abul Qasim Nagshbandi 
and was blessed with a child; Makhdoom Ibrahim Thattvi. 


Makhdoom Ibrahim Thattvi (b.1162 — d.1225 A.H): Bom 
in Thatta in the noble house, Makhdoom Ibrahim was 
lucky to find his grandfather Makhdoom Hashim alive for 
twelve years of his young life, which made him get the 
noble “tarbiyat” - grooming under the guardianship of his 
grandfather; which eventually made him one eminent 
scholar in the Muslim history. He was a leading sheikh 
and a famous saint, who belonged to the naqshbandi 
order. He was a great scholar and author of many books; 
most of his writings are preserved. He traveled 
excessively through Arab lands and was a master in 
Arabic language. Books and columns have been written 
on him as his biography and all sorts of tributes have been 
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given to his name. Ameen bin sheikh haroon chitrai; one 
of close disciples of Makhdoom Ibrahim who was also 
along with him in his last days in a journey and has 
written a complete biography over his “pir” Makhdoom 
Ibrahim in Persian by the title “Manaqib e Makhdomeen 
Muaazzameen”. He has given complete life details about 
Makhdoom Ibrahim and has also quoted many reputable 
scholars who have said or written on Makhdoom Ibrahim. 
Makhdoom Ibrahim was also like his grandfather; a good 
writer, poet, scholar and a devotee to religion. He 
travelled to distant areas for the cause of spread of the 
message of the Allah Almighty and later got settled in 
Balochistan province. His very popular shrine is situated 
in “Madhai Bandar in Kech, Balochistan” and is busy with 
hundreds of visitors every day. 


Here is a list of his authored books: 
pei aed ger & UI alsonamed ) (gytrly 4a 25 peat n>) | 
Arabic ,( paasll 5 isl 5 to! ad Ae 
Figh ,(J5\ol ce olga)! pils loom od prolgllelszl) 2 
Figh (spent bUI Jlge Jlanenl shor garb Y oye dead stable) 3 
Figh (all +1 gle wes) 4 


Figh (Les eS 26 ato gb yl el olgil nab) 5 
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Arabic, (Yes hyd Yl oll ope dary ol ager gb sledieyig) 6 
written in1211 AH. 

cpl MN clals thoy! betel! foot J 

Apry anal Atom Yl Ada ts de IL pA silel Hl.) 8 


Arabic, writtenin Madinah ,(slvall dts 3 GLY 5593) 9 


it’s the letter of authority (Sanad)in the Naqshbandi tariqah 
given to his khalifa Sayyid Qasim bin Ali bin Muhammad 
Askafi. Italso includes a short description of Azkarin the 


tariqahand a Manajat. 


in 1211 AH during I'tikafinthe Masjid_un_Nabavi 


Arabic, written (te gS ay iar dy pie Jolt) gd 2428) 10 


aboutthescience of Jafar 
on Tasawwuf (d@i1i by gal.) 11 
slab cleat! y clas! bo gb crablalall cpa clans! jouw 12 
ppl flan! dine Lelie Fatt 3 py i pew 13 
Liss Slane 5 Lid alaty patton bles lolli, b .14 
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La abd copra oe Lal fae 15 

Ppitaell plan! 16 

sagen DN JAN y AN paras ope tebe a Md pglally Gylecll gg> 5 17 
. Figh (jodi jai dln Jo 3 ypecall ges) 18 

ELA y fr Weall as Sh ey arb LI ney 19 

Figh (US! 325) page eWay, Aes bl sVi baey) 20 


Arabic, (pl ji ide Qlayly Gidy ailclest 3 sWicylsa) 21 
Figh 


Makhdoom Ibrahim was blessed with two daughters and a 
son Makhdoom Abdul Latif; who continued the Hashmi 
progeny. Makhdoom Abdul Latif was later blessed with 
four sons. After Makhdoom Ibrahim passed away, his son 
Makhdoom Abdul Latif decided to come back along with 
his family to settle in Thatta. All of the Makhdoom family 
members were dedicated to the cause of their progenitor 
Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim Thattvi of reviving the 
religious practices and spreading the message of 
enlightenment and spiritual glory. 


Makhdoom Mohammad Hashim Thattvi | 89 
brief life history, struggle and achievements 


Makhdoom’s progeny continued again in Thatta, many 
names of his grandchildren and great grandchildren have 
appeared in the researches that have been carried out on 
Makhdoom. And what comes about the last male member 
of the Makhdoom family is by the name of Makhdoom 
Ghulam Ahmed Nagqshbandi. It is noteworthy here that 
each of Makhdoom‘s sons continued his mission and 
remained steadfast to their religious obligations. The 
“silsila” of Makhdoom even kept going on until the last 
male member and then got transferred to the hands of the 
female members of Makhdoom’s progeny. Note-able is 
the name of Makhdoom Ghulam Ahmed’s wife and 
daughter Bibi Aaminat, Bibi Husun Bano respectively. 


Bibi Husun Bano:_ 


She took control of the silsila and kept performing the 
rituals of praying and blessing Makhdoom’s disciple till 
the end of her life. Before her, her mother Bibi Aaminat 
took control after Makhdoom Ghulam Ahmed. Bibi 
Aaminat was believed to be spiritually very strong as she 
was also spiritual in charge of a big population of “jinns”. 
People narrate that she even used to talk to the jinns and 
spiritually groom them. Bibi Husun Bano continued with 
the same pace and maintained the standards by attending 
thousands of disciples of Makhdoom Hashim while 
staying in strict veil. 
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Bibi Husun Bano wedded Abdul Rahim Ugaili who 
belonged to a very religious “Ugaili” family of Thatta. 
Uqaili family is the progeny of Hazrat Aqeel ibn e Abi 
Talib, the first cousin of the Holy Prophet and elder 
brother of Mola Ali al-Murtaza. Abdul Rahim’s father 
Inayat-Ullah Uqaili was a very pious person and was 
amongst the companions of Makhdoom. Ugaili’s were 
widely known for their literacy; for being well read, 
possessing humble innocent nature and as very successful 
agriculturists. Even today Abdul Rahim is remembered as 
the most famous agriculturist of Thatta of his times. Till 
date whoever hears Abdul Rahim’s name always has to 
say two things about him specifically, that he was a very 
pious man and carried a very humble, down to earth 
personality. 


Allah Almighty has His own reasons on who to give and 
to whom not, about when to give and when not. It’s not 
His criteria that he may bless only the ones that He is 
happy from otherwise the unbelievers wouldn’t have ever 
been able to get a sip of water. This world is just a test, 
and Allah tests sometimes by taking back and sometimes 
by giving. Abdul Rahim never got the privilege of 
becoming a father from his wife Bibi Husun Bano, rather 
they adopted and raised Afroze — the daughter of Abdul 
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Rahim’s younger brother Abdul Majeed and loved her as 
if their very own daughter. Family sources say that Afroze 
got to know of the fact that Abdul Rahim and Bibi Husun 
Bano are not her real parents at the demise of Bibi Husun 
Bano on Seventeenth September Nineteen Seventy One, 
which visibly indicates the level of affection that the 
parents and the adopted child had i between. 


The birth of Afroze Ugaili is one miracle of Makhdoom 
Ghulam Ahmed that he foretold Abdul Raheem that 
you’re not going to have any progeny from his grand- 
daughter Bibi Husun Bano and will have to adopt his 
younger brother's daughter. Makhdoom said this right at 
the nikah ceremony of Abdul Raheem Ugaili which was 
many years before the marriage and the birth of a girl in 
the house of Abdul Rahim’s younger brother Abdul 
Majeed Ugaili. He had foretold the birth of Afroze Ugaili 
who was then brought up and spiritually groomed in the 
hands of Bibi Husun Bano. 


The death of Abdur Raheem Ugaili: 


No doubt, all the disciples and followers of Makhdoom 
were practicing Muslims and had Allah as their most 
beloved. Abdur Raheem’s death is even presently talked 
vastly by men as it’s not less than a miracle. Abdur 
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Raheem uqaili was already a renowned figure as he was 
the leading agriculturist of Thatta. Abdul Raheem had 
performed many pilgrimages to the house of Allah in 
Makkah and was known by the title “Sain Wade Haji”. 
Like every lover of Allah and His Prophet (PBUH) it was 
Abdul Raheem’s prayer and wishes to die in the sacred 
places of Makkah and Madina although he had ordered 
and had got a place in the shrine of Makhdoom for his 
burial. 


Abdul Raheem had almost gone for pilgrimage every year 
that was possible and especially after the departure of his 
only wife Bibi Husun bano. On his second last pilgrimage, 
he had taken along his younger Brother also. Abdul 
Raheem’s younger brother had got extremely ill there and 
it was a high doubt that he would pass away there . Abdul 
Raheem went on to pray for his brother’s health at roza-e- 
rasool and asked in the prayer that I’ve brought my 
brother here and he is at my responsibility and trust of his 
family so please bless him health and if the decision has 
been taken of making him stay here then please make me 
stay here rather than him. 


It just took Abdul Rahim to finish his dua and go back to 
his camp. There he saw his brother completely alright and 
recovered. Whey gracefully completed the pilgrimage and 
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got back to home. The next year as was routine of Abdul 
Rahim, he planned for the pilgrimage but alone this time 
and this was the last one. It’s reported that he breathed his 
last in the place of Mina after performing the whole 
pilgrimage. He is buried in Masjid-e-Khaif graveyard near 
Muzdallifah, Makkah. 


Afroze Jameel Uqaili — is a very pious woman. Her 
immense loving and caring character compels many to see 
her as a spiritual guide and friend of Allah. She possesses 
a very unique nature that covers all the basic aspects of 
Islam. It’s worthy to mention here that Bibi Husun Bano 
had said Afroze to take the responsibility of Makhdoom’s 
silsila and let not the chain break of the disciples staying 
in touch with the family members of their murshid or his 
care takers after him. But due to unavoidable family 
reasons she apologized and refrained. May she live a long 
life and keep gifting the world with wonders of spiritual 
light of Allah! 


It's indeed very less what's mentioned here about 
Makhdoom's progeny. Each of Makhdoom's descendants 
has been exemplary concerning how they carried out the 


teachings of Islam in their worldly and religious lives. 
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Death & Mausoleum 


The ever loving land of Sindh has been bestowed of ex- 
ceptional compassion by The Allah Almighty in the form 
of such patriots, humanist, philanthropist, mystics and 
scholars. 


Such persons have left behind their marvelous contribu- 
tions and memories that are ever iasting . And when ever 
they are reminisced, they are observed to carry new as- 
pects every time. 


Amongst such leaders or Friends of Allah, men of letters 
Shiekh UI Islam Hazrat Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim 
Thattvi Sindhi who left for his final abode on 6 of Rajab 
1174 hijra to meet his true love, his Allah and achieve the 
bootie for his living. 


In his last days, Makhdoom fell ill having fever and soon 
he reached the death bed in his room where he was also 
given the final ablution. People narrate that at the place 
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where Makhdoom spent his last days and was given the 
ablution, his fragrance persisted there for really long. It is 
said that his scent was felt by everyone until that place 
was renovated by Makhdoom's children many years later. 


His shrine in Makli, Thatta serves as a great remembrance 
and a source for spiritual peace for thousands of his disci- 
ples and every humanity loving person. The shrine is pre- 
sent on a large area and the place is divided into ten sec- 
tions; mosque, graveyard, school, mausoleum of Ma- 
khdoom and kitchen which serves hundreds of visitors 
each day and an eating place. 


There's a large graveyard situated with his shrine and 
there rests his whole family and thousands of his devotees. 
Notable amongst them are: Hassam Uddin Rashdi, 
Ubaidullah Sindhi and many others. 


Fund raising for the shrine is totally banned, privileged 
and devotees themselves contribute for the place and mon- 
ey 1s asked from none. 
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Dignitaries’ comments for Makhdoom 


Makhdoom is one distinguishaed name of the Islamic 
world. His efforts and struggle even made his opponent 
praise his hard-work, his honesty and faithfulness was tes- 
tified by everyone and his sincerity towards his cause 
compelled even his critics to horior him. Makhdoom has 
been praised by a large number of notables and dignitaries 
in their works. It’s to be observed that none of the re- 
searcher on religion has finished his work without bring- 
ing in anything about Makhdoom. Presenting a few of 
such examples here 


Makhdoom Abul Qasim Naqshbandi: 


“There would be many Abul Qasim’s but there’s only 
man of merit and there’s no one else who may be equal to 


” 


him 


Mir Ali Sher Thattvi: 


Makhdoom Hashim was one graceful person and like a 
king of scholars. He worked tirelessly for the propagation 
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of the shariah and to preach the basics of islam to the 
masses. He revived the teachings of islam in his era and 
has to be accredited for being a “mujadid-e-islam” 


Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai: 


Once Makhdoom Hashim went to Makhdoom Moeen 
Thattvi to talk about some difference of opinion over 
some issue and found Shah Latif to be already present in 
Makhdoom Moeen’s company. On seeing Makhdoom 
Hashim coming inside, Shah Latif said to Makhdoom 
Moeen “Be mindful of this man because I see the grace of 
the Prophet glowing on his face and never argue with 
him”. On hearing this Makhdoom Moeen stood to greet 
Makhdoom Hashim and said he does not want to argue 
with him on any point. 


Maulana Deen Muhammad Wéafai: 


“Scholar, philosopher and a sufi, Makhdoom Hashim re- 
turned with a new spirit from his trip to the sacred lands. 
Started to preach hadith like a maestro and stopped people 
from innovation in religion like never before.” 


Maulana Yousuf Ludhiyanvi: 


“Shiekh Makhdoom Hashim Thattvi is of the same time of 
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Shah Wali ullah Dehlavi and could be said as the Shah 
Wali Ullah of the Sindh region. He was the imam of his 
times in figh, tafsir, tasawuff, hadith, seerat, Islamic histo- 
ry, literature and poetry. There’s no issue on which we 
find Makhdoom to be silent upon, rather his comments 
and views are to be found on every topic. He was fluent in 
reading, writing and speaking Persian, Arabic and Sindhi 
language and his writings have stayed undisputed in re- 
gards to their research and matter.” 
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Yearly Urs celebration 


Makhdoom's annual urs is held on 6" of Rajab, where in 
after Asar prayers attendees recite the Quran, Durood sha- 
rif in zikar. After performing congregational Maghrib 
prayers people gather to hear the praises for Allah and His 
Prophet, also discourses and speeches are delivered by 
popular local scholars for enlightening the devotees and 
helps them advance in the spiritual path. This schedule 
continues till the Isha prayers. 


Afterwards, people sit together for the zikr and receive 
admonitions and guidelines from the disciples and stu- 
dents from Makhdoom's school. In the end is the "/angar" 
is distributed on a wide scale and provided to every one. 


It is worth mentioning that no banners, pole cards, adver- 
tisements etc are made for seeking public's attention about 
the urs conduction. It is solely the mercy of Allah that 
thousands of people from the length and breadth of the 
province come to attend Makhdoom's annual urs and re- 
ceive divine peace. 
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Caliphs and responsible of the Shrine 


For a very long time "Noor Muhammad Jokhio" had been 
serving at the shrine. Since his childhood he was under the 
companion ship of the house hold of Makhdoom Hashim 
and used to study at Makhdoom's place from Makhdoom's 
grand daughters and daughter in law . He used to say that 
he is a servant of Makhdoom Hashim since birth. Noor 
Muhammad Jokhio lived for 80 years and subsequently it 
could be said that he offered duties and held the responsi- 
bilities of Makhdoom's shrine, mosque at the mausoleum, 
Makhdoom's "haveli" and the mosque for 80 long years. 


He left this world on 13 Rabi-ul-sani 1431 h, 28 May'20. 
On 11 a.m of his last day he called for Makhdoom's most 
learned disciples and explained them Makhdoom's line- 
age, lead "Jumma" and "asar" congregational prayer at the 
mausoleum's mosque. 


It was narrated by his family members later that after per- 
forming the prayer rituals he went near Makhdoom's grave 
and invited all the people that were present at the place 
that time to sit along with him and told them that last night 
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that time to sit along with him and told them that last night 
when he was asleep the wall fan accidently fell off from 
the roof and very astonishingly the fan didn’t come even 
near him, believing it to be a grace from his spiritual mas- 
ter. After narrating the incident he admonished every lis- 
tener that their spiritual master Makhdoom Muhammad 
Hashim is always with them and will keep mentoring 
them if they spend their lives according to the religion. He 
further lectured them on remaining steadfast towards their 
obligations, duties and remain obedient and sub-serviette 
to the shrine. He kept expressing love for his fellows and 
companions who were present there at the time. Also he 
saw Makhdoom's daughter in law, who used to teach him 
in a dream very few days before his death. He had told his 
family members that in the dream he saw Makhoom's 
daughter in law "Bibi Aaminat" who said him to stop wor- 
rying about things and issues of the shrine and come to 
her. This shows Noor Jokhio’s immense love and devo- 
tion for his spiritual guide and his leader’s family. He kept 
Hamad (praise) of the Allah Almighty and fell asleep lying 
next to the grave of Makhdoom and passed away at that 
holy place. He is burried very nearby the grave of Mak- 
doom within the shrine boundaries. May Allah bless him 
an elevated place in the gardens of bliss! 


Now Noor Muhammad’s son Nazir Ahmed Jokhio has 
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taken over the charge. He is also a devotee and pious like 
his father. 


As said in an urdu. 
bo Sl, Ge. 
a ie Oe 2 
iad tee 
wheat tote tne fOt 
It is saddening for the motherland that it takes ages and 
much more for it to produce the irrefutable one! 


Makhdoom Sahib was one graceful person, not just for 
Sindh or the subcontinent but rather for the whole of Is- 
lamic world. It is a dire need to look upon preserving his 
marvelous works and research on them. 


Those who have brought a good name to their home, the 
motherland have always returned to them in the form of 
honor and a memorable name. Therefore, Makhdoom will 
always be remembered in the pages of Islamic and Sindhi 
literature’s history. What remains to be the obligation of 
the current dwellers of the “dharti maa” is to always ac- 
credit the noble men and continue their legacy by follow- 
ing their told path of righteousness and progression 
strnqqle 


THE END 
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The entrance area of 
Makhdoom’s dargah sharif in 


Tomb stone of Makhdoom 
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Entrance gate of Makhdoom’ 
mosque 


Glimpse from inside of Makhdoom’s mosque 
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Makhdoom’s first successor 
and son Abdul Latif’s grave, 
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Grave of Muhammad "Makhdoom’s grandson 
Noor Jokhio — care taker Makhdoom Ghulam 
Makhdoom Mohammad Hashim Thattvi 
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| Aerial view of Makhdoom’s Grave. 


Aerial view of Makhdoom’s shrine, showing the shrine of 
Makhdoom Abu! Qasim Naqshbandi situated right next to 
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Aerial view of Makhdoom’s 
Graveyard where many 
family relatives of 


|Mausoleum of Makhdoom’s 
teacher- Makhdoom Abul 
Qasim Nagshbandi 
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Ziyarat Gah for Foot Preserved foot marks 


prints of Hazrat Ali | of Hazrat Alil 
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